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It is with profound sorrow that we record the death, on November 
26, of Professor Joseph Henry Thayer, D.D., who for a long period 
has been recognized as the foremost New Testa- 
ment scholar of America. He had been in fail- 
ing health for some months, having reached the 
age of seventy-three years ; but his death was a 
surprise to the religious world, which had come 
to feel that he was a permanent possession. Dr. 
Thayer was graduated from Harvard University 
in 1850, and from Andover Theological Semi- 
nary in 1857. After some years in the ministry 
he was called in 1 864 to the professorship of sacred 
literature at Andover, and in this position he 
continued until 1882. In 1884 ne accepted the chair of New Testament 
criticism and interpretation in the Harvard Divinity School. Recently 
he found it necessary to withdraw from active duties at Harvard, but 
he continued his arduous labors in the preparation of the American 
Standard edition of the Revised Bible, being chairman of the New 
Testament Committee, until it was published last August. By his 
instruction to seminary students through a period of thirty-five years, 
by his work as a member of the Revision Committee, by his translations 
of Winer's and Buttmann's New Testament Grammars, and above all by 
his Greek- English Lexicon of the New Testament (1886), he has exerted 
an influence of magnitude and distinction upon American religion 
which has seldom been equaled, and which has entered into the fabric 
of our national life. A memorial to Professor Thayer will be published 
in a subsequent issue of the Biblical World. 



THE COURSES FOR LAY WORKERS AT UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 

NEW YORK. 

The courses for lay workers which have been provided this year 
by Union Theological Seminary, of New York, in addition to the regu- 
lar curriculum preparing for the ministry, constitute a most important 
advance in the religious world. Similar courses of study should be 
furnished in connection with every theological seminary, and in ten 
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thousand cities and towns of the United States besides. This is the 
great opportunity and the most effective means of fitting Bible teach- 
ers and religious workers for that higher usefulness which the present 
conditions demand. 

The courses at Union Seminary are designed for the higher religious 
education of parents, Sunday-school superintendents, and Bible teachers 
of all classes, Young Men and Young Women's Christian Association 
secretaries, and mission workers. They are arranged to accommodate 
both the residents of New York, who can spare but little time for study 
and class-room attendance, and other persons who may arrange to 
attend classes daily during the winter. Each course of study is con- 
fined to one class-room exercise a week, and a student may enroll for 
either one or more classes at a time. Most of the classes are held in 
the evening. One class generally succeeds another, at the hour follow- 
ing, so that a person can pursue two courses of study at a time without 
devoting more than one afternoon or evening a week for class attend- 
ance. The classes are held at different points in the city. Most of 
the regular classes meet at the Seminary. One of them meets at 
Teachers College on the west side of New York. Extension classes 
are held at different churches. All of the classes are open to both 
sexes. The instruction is of an unsectarian character. The session is 
confined to six months, from November to April inclusive. No fees 
are charged beyond a matriculation fee of one dollar a term for each 
course. 

The courses of study are arranged in three groups : those in the 
English Bible, Religious Instruction, and Christian Work. 

The Bible courses are conducted in the English version. They are 
divided into Bible History courses, Prophecy courses, Psalmody 
courses, Wisdom courses, and courses in the Epistles. At least one 
course in each of these groups of courses is to be offered every year. 
The curriculum for the present session includes courses in the Charac- 
ters of the Old Testament, the Life of Christ, Apostolic History, the 
Minor Prophets, the Psalms, the Book of Proverbs, and the Epistle to 
the Galatians. Two general courses also are provided, one in the 
Origin and General Character of the Books of the Bible and one in 
Selected Bible Masterpieces. Two instructors have been added to the 
teaching force of the Seminary to conduct the Bible courses. 

The courses in Religious Instruction embrace Methods of Teaching 
and Sunday-School Administration. A course in Methods of Teach- 
ing and Sunday-School Practice is provided this year, which will be 
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conducted at the Seminary by a professor of Teachers College of 
Columbia University. A course is given also in the Methods of 
Teaching the International Sunday-School Lessons. For the more 
fundamental studies of psychology, the application of psychology to 
education, and the history of education, students are referred to the 
courses in these subjects offered by Teachers College. 

The courses in Christian Work provided this year are one in Per- 
sonal Work, conducted by the president of the Seminary, and one in 
Missions, Settlements, and Charities, conducted by the head worker of 
the Union Settlement and director of student Christian work at the 
Seminary. 

Professor Richard G. Moulton, Ph.D., of the University of Chicago, 
will give two special public lectures during the winter on the Literary 
Study of the Bible. 

The enrolment has been most gratifying. The session opened 
with an attendance of two hundred and sixty persons. One hundred 
and sixty are in the regular classes, and the average shows that 
approximately each one has enrolled in two classes. One hundred 
are in Extension classes. The students include Presbyterians, Dutch 
Reformed, Congregationalists, Methodists, Baptists, Episcopalians, 
Jews, Lutherans, members of the Ethical Culture Society, and mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends. The relative numbers from the differ- 
ent sects are indicated in the order given. One-fifth of the students 
are men. A large proportion are Sunday-school teachers. A few are 
resident pastors. Almost all are residents of New York city, Brooklyn, 
and suburban towns in New Jersey. 

The requests for Extension classes in different churches have been 
too numerous to be entirely met. They have come from both greater 
New York and near-by cities. Four Extension classes have been 
organized for the first term. Two of them are for both terms. They 
are at a Presbyterian church on the Bowery, a Reformed church in 
upper Manhattan, a Reformed church in the Bronx, and a Congrega- 
tional church in Brooklyn. The subjects chosen by the Extension 
classes are the Life of Christ, Bible Masterpieces, and the Origin and 
History of the Books of the Bible. 

The success and effect of this most praiseworthy and interesting 
undertaking will be earnestly watched by the increasing multitude of 
those who wish to promote the religious education of all. 



